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Figure 2.2. First-, second- and 

third-order inland valleys
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Hydrological network

A typical hydrological network has many watersheds and wetlands of different sizes, which can be 

A  is located at the beginning of the network, which means that there are no

A

order valley

3 order valley
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A

The inland-valley catchment area

elements of the toposequence of a small valley are the upland area, the hydromorphic fringe and the 

can often observe stains on the water that resemble oil spills—these are due to the presence of 

Reference 2
Hydrological network, inland-valley catchments and lowlands



PLAR–IRM Curriculum: Technical Manual (Wopereis et al., 2009).6

Type of inland valleys and valley bottom 

Narrow valleys with relatively steep and straight to convex side-slopes, occurring in relatively hard 

Intermediate valleys with moderately steep, concave side-slopes, in moderately hard rocks (such

on granitic formations

Soils of the valley lowlands vary widely in their characteristics, both within and between valleys, ranging 
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Head

Exit

Figure 2.3. Representation of a 

longitudinal transect in a small va

showing its head (upstream), cen

exit (downstream)
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